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Complete conference information available online at www.OCEA.org

About OCEA
In the late 1950s, a group of evangelical leaders from across northern Ohio formed 
the Northern Ohio Sunday School Association. Theirs was a vision to host an annual 
event where church teachers, both pastors and laymen, could receive solid biblical 
training—a convention for equipping, including times of encouragement.

Today, nearly 50 years later, the vision remains the same. The name of the organization changed 
in 1989 to “Ohio Christian Education Association,” and the location of the convention has changed 
throughout the decades. However, the heart and mission continues to be: first, to provide on-going 
training and encouragement for both professional and lay leadership in the local church, and second, 
to motivate Christians toward a deeper level of commitment to God and His Word.

The Association has a small staff with an office in the Akron area and is governed by a board of trustees 
who represent various denominations and ministries. The ministry is supported by revenue generated 
by conference admissions and membership fees paid by churches and ministries.

Christian Ministries Conference
OCEA’s primary annual event, Christian Ministries Conference is an outstanding church ministries train-
ing event which draws Christian workers locally, regionally and even nationally. The conference is held 
in March at The Chapel, a large, non-denominational church in Akron, Ohio.

The distinctives of CMC include:

Breadth: Over 200 workshops led by regionally and nationally recognized Christian workers, 
not just theorists, but people actually doing ministry and willing to share what they have found 
works.

Affordability: To replicate a training day with one or two speakers would cost a church much 
more than our admission price for their entire group!

Networking: Opportunities to meet leaders of similar ministries.

Ministry Resources: Exhibit areas are full of products and “helps” from over 50 ministry resource 
providers. Their helpful expertise is a great boost for many a weary Christian worker!

Growth: Sessions designed to spur on attendees to grow in their individual relationships with 
Christ.


